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Welcome from the Archbishop 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Our Lenten pilgrimage is often one 
of  fasting,  before  the  Easter  feast.  
We  fast  not  so  that  we  can 
outwardly  appear  pious  and 
righteous, but so that we can place 
ourselves in right-relationship with 
God.   Our  fast  is  our  prayer,  it 
should  enable  us  to  hear  the  still 
small voice of our Lord calling us 
ever closer to Him.

The call of our Lord in our hearts, echoes the call of our Lord to 
the first disciples by the Sea of Galilee.  He calls us where we are 
to be his agents in the world.   Sometimes we struggle to hear 
this call; we are distracted by too many things at our desk, in our 
work,  in our community.   Our Lenten discipline is  to stop,  to 
listen,  to hear.   We may hear words of  comfort,  we may hear 
words that disturb.  Or we may feel that we do not hear God.  
However, I believe that God in that silence is at work.  For many 
years it appeared God was silent about our Anglican presence in 
Akko.  A church was built; a church thrived; a church appeared 
to die.   Where many wondered was God in this?  We now can 
say that God was still there; He was still at work; and we see in 
the re-opening of St Saviour’s that the seed that appeared to die 
is now beginning to grow again.  What plant it will grow into we 
do not know and dare not anticipate.  We pray that even if we 
cannot discern or hear his will,  He is still deep at work in the 
very fabric of our being and creation, bringing us ever close to 
unity with Him.   

May God bless you all this lent and bring you to a wonderful
Easter feast.

Grace and Peace,

The Most Revd Suheil S. Dawani, Anglican Archbishop in 
Jerusalem
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UPCOMING EVENTS

• Rededication of Holy 
Sepulchre Church: March 22

• Provincial Synod in Jordan:   
May 15-17

• Archbishop of Canterbury 
Justin Welby visits:              
May 2-9
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ST. SAVIOUR’S CHURCH REOPENED IN ACRE, ISRAEL:
Church closed nearly 80 years since 1948 marks historic event

The Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem celebrates 
God’s goodness and marvels at the work of the 
Holy Spirit in taking the nearly unprecedented 
step of re-opening a church in the Holy Land 
closed since 1948.   On 21st  February 2017 the 
Anglican  Archbishop  in  Jerusalem,  the  Most 
Reverend  Suheil  Dawani,  re-dedicated  St 
Savior’s  Church  in  Acre.   He  did  so  in  the 
presence of c.700 people,  including the Greek 
Patriarch,  His  Beatitude  Theophilos  III;  the 
Bishop  of  the  Maronite  Church  in  the  Holy
Land, the Right Reverend Musa Haj; the Imam 
of  Al-Jazzar  Mosque,  Samir  Asie;  and 
representatives  from the  Muslim,  Jewish and 
Christian communities, as well as individuals who had longed for the re-opening and reviving of 
this church since the majority of its congregation concerned about their security situation left 
Acre in 1948.

Acre is an extraordinary corner of the Holy Land, with one of the best natural harbours in the 
region.  Acre has been a prominent city since it was mentioned in the tribute list of Pharaoh 
Thutmose III in 16th century BCE.   And before its capture by the crusaders in 1104, it had been 
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St. Saviour’s Church, Acre

Archbishop Suheil Dawani prays over the altar at St. Saviour’s Church
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held by the Egyptians, the Phoenicians, Persians, the Greeks and the Ummayads.  St Paul visited 
it (cf. Acts 21.7), referring to it as Ptolemais and within 150 years it had a bishop.

Acre became the port where pilgrims disembarked.  The Crusaders built a complex fort with 
tunnels, churches and hospitals.  It was captured by the Muslim commander Saladin and re-taken 
by  Richard-the-Lion-Heart,  before  being  re-captured  by  the  Mamelukes,  the  Ottomans,  the 
Egyptians, the Turks, and the British. 
The Anglican presence in Acre is more recent.  The Church Mission Society opened schools in 
1874 and 1887, and developed a small hospital.  In 1946 Archdeacon Campbell McInnes (later 
Archbishop)  with  Reverend  Najib  Cubain  (later  the  first  Palestinian  to  become  an  Anglican 
Bishop) were present when the foundation stone was laid. Bishop Stewart dedicated the church
in 1947.  
The church quickly  thrived,  and although a 
small building, the congregation was said to 
number 500.  However, in 1948 the Christians 
in  Acre  became  increasingly  worried  about 
their safety and that of their families.  Many 
left  the  city,  with  a  large  number  going  to 
Lebanon.    Over  the  next  forty  years,  St 
Saviour’s,  without  a  regular  priest  or 
congregation, fell into a state of disrepair.  
For  the  Diocese,  the  re-dedication  of  St
Saviour’s marks an extraordinary moment – 
this is the second church to be re-dedicated by 
Archbishop  Suheil.   In  2011  St  Paul’s  in 
Jerusalem,  closed  in  1948,  was  re-dedicated.  
The Diocese is now focused on re-dedicating St Peter’s in Jaffa, which has been closed since 1948.

“…if the church of today does not carry this message of the 
resurrection and hope then our ministry is in vain. Our land 
needs the spirit of the resurrection… and any thinking that 
does not present hope for our people in the Holy Land will 
not be a theology either for the present time or for the future.”

~Archbishop Suheil Dawani
Such  ministry  shows  the  dedication  and  the 
tenacity of the Diocese of Jerusalem, while small in 
number  –  there  are  between  5000  and  7000 
Anglicans spread over the five countries: Lebanon, 
Syria,  Jordan,  Palestine  and  Israel;  the  Diocese 
continues to minister in some of the most difficult 
places and with enormous obstacles, whether that 
be  its  hospitals  in  Gaza  and  Nablus  or  reviving 
closed churches.
The re-opening of St Saviour’s points to one of the 
central missions of this Church in the Holy Land: to 
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Archbishop Suheil re-dedicates the church
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foster  ecumenical  and  inter-faith  relationships  which  are  at  the  heart  of  the  ministry  of 
reconciliation and peace that the Diocese of Jerusalem works towards.  
On Tuesday evening, the Greek Patriarch spoke warmly of the renewed Anglican presence in 
Acre.  The Imam expressed his excitement that a new place of worship in the community was 
now open.  Archbishop Suheil in his sermon noted that for Christians communities in the Holy 
Land “there [must be] resurrection after death, light after darkness, and hope after sadness.” He 
went on to state that:

“…if the church of today does not carry this message of the resurrection and hope then 
our ministry is in vain. Our land needs the spirit of the resurrection… and any thinking 
that does not present hope for our people in the Holy Land will not be a theology either 
for the present time or for the future.”

There  is  a  real  hope,  the  Archbishop  stated,  that  St  Saviour’s  can  create  a  worshipping 
community that leads “leads us to goodness, security, justice, peace, and prosperity for all.”
69 years on, this Diocese has a new confidence that Anglicans in Acre can once again thrive.  Here 
in the Holy Land where stories of pain and suffering are a daily reality; St Saviour’s is a genuine 
story of 'Good News’.

~The Very Reverend Canon Hosam Naoum, Dean of St George’s Cathedral, Jerusalem

DIOCESAN INSTITUTIONS CONFERENCE IN JORDAN  
Leaders gather for sharing and strengthening of ministry 

In late-January, Archbishop Suheil, Majma (Diocesan) staff officers, and leaders from Diocesan 
institutions such as schools, rehabilitation centers, and hospitals, gathered together in Amman, 
Jordan for a two-day leadership development conference.  The purpose of the conference was to 
identify and discuss priorities, needs, and challenges experienced by Diocesan institutions.  The 
objectives for the conference included: to promote learning and sharing of experiences, gain a 
better  understanding  of   “successful  leadership  and  management  models”  and  “child 
safeguarding”,  and  create  recommendations  for  future  planning  and  capacity-building 
workshops.  In addition to opening ice-breaker and team-building activities, each representative 
gave  a  presentation  on  their  respective  institution,  as  well  as  a  presentation  on  Diocesan 
programs and the Diocesan financial system by Majma officers.
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Directors and heads of Diocesan institutions pause 
their hard work for a group photo

Conference attendees at work in a 
capacity-building workshop
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MINISTRY PROFILE: ST. LUKE’S HOSPITAL IN NABLUS 
Center facilitates key medical ministry of the Diocese
St. Luke’s Hospital in Nablus continues to be an important center for healing in the north central 
West Bank as part of the medical ministry of the Diocese.  I had the opportunity to visit St. Luke’s 
recently and was hosted by Dr. Walid Kerry, the hospital’s director, and Mrs. Salwa Khoury, the 
Public  Relations  Director  for  the  hospital.   I  was  very  interested to  see  the  results  of  recent 
renovations and improvement to the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) and Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
(NICU).   These  renovations  were  made possible  through a  variety  of  diocesan,  hospital  and 
outside funding sources, including the United Thank Offering (UTO) from the Episcopal Church.

The staff of St. Luke’s has consistently sought to 
provide  the  best  medical  care  possible  for  all 
people  who  come  through  their  doors.   The 
challenge,  in  the  ever-changing  world  of 
medical care, is to be able to gain access to new 
technology and treatments  to  better  serve the 
people  of  Nablus  and  the  surrounding  area.  
The  newly  improved  facilities  allow  for 
significantly increased capacity to provide care 
for  the  most  vulnerable  and  critically  ill
patients.  During our visit, the NICU had three 
babies receiving loving and compassionate care 
including one  using a  modern incubator.   The 
life-affirming witness of the healing ministry provided by the professional staff is a credit to the 
vision of Archbishop Suheil and the outstanding leadership provided by Dr. Walid and his team.  

~Rev. Canon Robert Edmunds, Middle East Partnership Officer, the Episcopal Church
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Canon Bob Edmunds tours the facility with hospital 

The Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at St. Luke’s Hospital
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ST. GEORGE’S COLLEGE APPOINTS NEW DIRECTOR OF
STUDIES 
Hector Patmore and his family return ‘home’ to Jerusalem 
The Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem is pleased to announce that the Revd Dr. Hector Patmore 
was appointed and commissioned as the new Director of Studies at St. George’s College earlier
this year.

Dr. Patmore was recently a Lecturer in Hebrew Bible 
and  Judaism  at  the  University  of  Cardiff,  Wales 
before accepting the invitation from the College.

Hector  is  joined by his  wife,  Lydia,  and their  four 
year  old  son,  Bertie.   Hector  and  Lydia  are  no 
strangers  to  the  Anglican community  in  Jerusalem. 
While  Hector  was  serving  as  a  Visiting  Research 
Fellow  at  the  Hebrew  University  in  2011,  Lydia 
faithfully  volunteered  in  the  diocesan  offices.   In 
many ways they both feel this is an opportunity for 
them to return ‘home’ to Jerusalem.

Hector  completed  his  a  MTh in  Applied  Theology 
from  Oxford  University  and  Ripon  College, 
Cuddesdon as  well  as  a  BA (Hons),  MA and PhD 
from  the  University  of  Durham.   He  is  a  leading 
international  Aramaic  scholar  and  among  his
academic credits is serving as co-editor for The Dead 
Sea Scrolls  Study Edition.   Second Revised Edition 
(Leiden: Brill, in press).

As Director of Studies, Dr. Patmore is responsible for the 
development  and  delivery  of  the  College’s   programs, 
including our online learning resources.  He is contributing 
to  the  development  of  strong links  with  seminaries  and 
universities around the world, and especially in the UK.   
Hector will also continue his research in Aramaic Jewish 
texts,  as  well  as  the  use  of  the  Old  Testament  in  early 
Jewish demonologies.

Hector and Lydia joined us for a recent Palestine of Jesus 
program when Hector served as a Visiting Professor.  They 
were warmly received by the course members, who were 
delighted to learn of Hector’s appointment as the course 
concluded.
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Hector Patmore and his family return ‘home’ to Jerusalem 

The Revd Dr. Hector Patmore

Hector his wife Lydia
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LETTER FROM A ST. GEORGE’S COLLEGE STUDENT 
Gratitude, hospitality, and community treasures
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Dear St. George’s Community,

It has been ten days since I left St. George’s in Jerusalem.  I thought by now that I would 
have distilled my thoughts and feelings about my time there into a more coherent form, 
but I think it’s going to take a little longer.  While I wait for that to happen, I do want to 
take this moment to share my gratitude for all the people who made my time at St. 
George’s such a wonderful experience.  If there is one thing I can share with absolute 
clarity today is that I left St. George’s grateful.   

I came there to take a course at St. George’s 
College.   A  friend  and  colleague  had 
studied there before and came back with a 
glowing report.   When a  sabbatical  gave 
me the opportunity to come spend time in 
the  Holy  Land  and  walk  in  ancient 
footsteps  with  other  pilgrims  and 
accomplished  scholars,  I  committed  to 
come there.  I admit that I came with high 
expectations.  And I also want to tell you 
that  my  expectations  were  exceeded  by 
real  experience.   Not  only  was  my  course  at  the  college  wonderful,  challenging, 
enlightening and edifying, but the hospitality I felt in the cathedral community was a 
real treasure.  It was like coming home into a wider family in our Church.  To have that 
experience at this time in our messy and wonderful world was a blessing I will never 
forget.

Please send my regards to the entire staff at the cathedral and college.  You blessed me 
and I have come home changed and grateful.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

The Rev. Jeffrey C. Lewis
St. George’s School, Newport, Rhode Island, USA

The Rev. Jeffrey C. Lewis
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PRAYER 
St. Saviour’s Church in Acre
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The Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem, which is part of the Anglican 
Communion, in the province of Jerusalem and the Middle East covers 

five countries - Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Palestine, and Israel.  The 
Diocese consists of 27 parishes and over 30 institutions, with its 
Cathedral, St. George the Martyr, situated in Jerusalem.  The 
Diocesan institutions include hospitals, clinics, schools, and 
vocational training programs.  The Diocese through its institutions 
and parishes serve the community by caring not just for the able-
bodied, but also for those with special needs, including the deaf, the 
disabled, and the elderly.  It is through serving the poorest and most 
marginalized in the community that the Diocese seeks to convey 

Christ’s message of love, peace, and justice for all regardless of their 
identity.  The Diocese greatly appreciates your support and prayers. If 

you would like to support the work of the Diocese, please contact us at 
info@j-diocese.org. 

PO Box 19122, 65 Nablus Road, Jerusalem 91191
Phone: +972 (0)2 627 1670 

Fax: +972 (0)2 627 3847 
Email: info@j-diocese.org

Web: j-diocese.org
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Lord God whose gracious presence is an invitation to 
all.  Inspire and equip this Church of St Saviour’s to be 
a sign of your living presence in this city of Akko.  May 
it witness to your love through drawing people towards 
you, encouraging them to live in peace and to seek the 
common good for all who reside and pass through this 
ancient city.  We ask this through the reconciling love 
of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, Amen.
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